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1 Ausglass Directory 

1.1 Ausglass Directors (As at 30 June 2019) 

Position Holder Email 

Board Director – 
President 

Kate Nixon (ACT) president@ausglass.org 

Board Director – 
Treasurer 

Denise Orchard (VIC) treasurer@ausglass.org 

Board Director – 
Company Secretary 
Membership Secretary 

Peter Nolan (VIC) secretary@ausglass.org 

Board Director – 
Grants and Funding Officer 

Elaine Miles (VIC) funding@ausglass.org 

Board Director – 
Exhibitions 

Christine Atkins (ACT) exhibitions@ausglass.org 

Board Director Rose-Mary Faulkner (ACT) projects@ausglass.org 

1.2 Ausglass Support Roles (As at 30 June 2019) 

Position Holder Email 

Executive Administration Officer, 
Memberships Coordinator 

Jane Hebiton (WA) exad@ausglass.org 
Memberships@ausglass.org 

Bookkeeper Fiona Holmes (TAS) billing@ausglass.org 

State Representative – ACT Alexandra Scott actrep@ausglass.org.au 

State Representative – NSW Position vacant nswrep@ausglass.org.au 

State Representative – NT Jon Firth ntrep@ausglass.org.au 

State Representative – QLD Aaron Micallef qldrep@ausglass.org.au 

State Representative – SA Rita Kellaway sarep@ausglass.org.au 

State Representative – TAS Kate Morton tasrep@ausglass.org.au 

State Representative – VIC Doug Carson vicrep@ausglass.org.au 

State Representative – WA Brenda Ellen warep@ausglass.org.au 

1.3 Company Information 

Registered Office Level 12, 60 Albert Road, South Melbourne  Vic  
Postal Address: GPO Box 101, Canberra, ACT, 2601 

Auditors HLB Mann Judd, GPO Box 216, Adelaide, SA, 5001 

Bankers Commonwealth Bank of Australia Limited 

Ausglass Bookkeepers FS Holmes 

Ausglass Website www.ausglass.org.au  (retiring) and  www.ausglass.org  (coming) 

Australian Company Number 087 134 656 

Australian Business Number 72 087 134 656 

mailto:president@ausglass.org
mailto:treasurer@ausglass.org
mailto:secretary@ausglass.org
mailto:funding@ausglass.org
mailto:exhibitions@ausglass.org
mailto:projects@ausglass.org
mailto:exad@ausglass.org
mailto:memberships@ausglass.org
mailto:billing@ausglass.org
mailto:actrep@ausglass.org.au
mailto:nswrep@ausglass.org.au
mailto:qldrep@ausglass.org.au
mailto:sarep@ausglass.org.au
mailto:tasrep@ausglass.org.au
mailto:tasrep@ausglass.org.au
mailto:warep@ausglass.org.au
http://www.ausglass.org.au/
http://www.ausglass.org/


Ausglass (The Association of Australian Glass Artists) Limited 
ABN 72 087 134 656 

Annual Report 
for the year ended 30 June 2019 

Page 5

2 About Ausglass 

2.1 Goals and Objectives 

Ausglass is a not-for-profit Membership organisation that encourages diversity, dialogue and excellence in 
Australian contemporary glass.  It achieves this primarily through its biennial conference and a programme of 
national glass awards, prizes and project grants. 

2.2 Our Organisation’s Structure 

Ausglass (The Australian Association of Glass Artists) Limited is a public company limited by guarantee, 
which operates pursuant to its Constitution and the Corporations Act 2001.  Every Member undertakes to 
contribute an amount to the company in the event that it is wound up and does not have sufficient funds to 
meet its debts and obligations.  This guarantee is limited to $10 for each Member and applies in the event 
that the company is wound up whilst he/she is a Member or within one year of their Membership ceasing. 
The company operates on a non-profit basis.  This means that any profits, income or property of the 
company cannot be paid or distributed directly or indirectly to its Members. 

2.3 Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) 

In 2007 the Australian Taxation Office (ATO) issued notices to Ausglass endorsing it as a DGR and also 
confirming its status for Charity Tax Concessions (CTC).  The DGR endorsement means that Ausglass is 
included on the Australian Register of Cultural Organisations. 

Both endorsements are significant in that the majority of philanthropic organisations, government bodies and 
educational institutions now insist on proof of DGR and CTC status before providing financial assistance or 
concessionary access to their facilities.  DGR certification can benefit Ausglass because: 

• It enables funding and assistance to be obtained from a wider range of funding bodies; and

• It enables tax deduction certificates to be issued, in specified circumstances, to people or
organisations making donations to Ausglass

DGR-status comes with on-going ATO reporting obligations and there are accounting requirements that 
require specific treatment of funds received for which Ausglass has issued a tax deduction certificate. As a 
DGR entity Ausglass has scope to obtain better funding for projects that comply with Ausglass’s Objectives, 
as set out in its constitution, and which are in compliance with the Government’s intentions in issuing DGR 
certificates. 

2.4 Volunteers Run Ausglass 

The company has a Board of volunteer Directors who are elected by voting Members.  The Board may also 
appoint or co-opt other Members to fill vacancies that may occur.  Elected Directors are appointed for a 
three-year term and for a maximum of two consecutive terms.  Co-opted Directors serve until the next AGM 
and may offer themselves for re-election.  The Board meets in face-to-face meetings at least once a year 
and monthly by teleconference during the rest of the year. 

The Board of Directors is responsible for running Ausglass and appoints office bearers from its ranks. 

Local contact with Members is maintained through volunteer State and Territory Representatives who are 
appointed by voting Members for a period of two years.  State and Territory representatives have the task of 
identifying and coordinating Member activities on a state-by-state basis. At state level, State 
Representatives are capable of forging ties with local institutions whose objectives harmonise with those of 
Ausglass. Such ties enable Ausglass to function beyond the borders of its Membership and to participate in 
conversations about the local development of glass. 
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3 President’s Report 

2019 has been a fast-paced year of collaboration, excitement and change.  The year began with a bang as 
many of us headed across the Tasman for The CoLab Conference, the long-awaited joint conference 
between Ausglass and NZSAG.  We returned with our hearts full of love and our heads full of inspiration.  
The conference was an undeniable success and huge thanks go out to the organising committee from both 
organisations for delivering such a professional and engaging event. 

Members participated in a joint Members’ exhibition, a pop-up exhibition and a collaborative chandelier 
project at the Sarjeant Gallery; the latter pulled together by the Crystal Chain Gang.  Ausglass was pleased 
to be able to offer several exhibiting Members assistance with shipping to New Zealand.  I was delighted and 
honoured to be able to award the 2019 Honorary Life Membership to Richard Clements and the Vicki Torr 
Memorial Prize to Lee Howes, who were both in attendance at the conference. 

Alongside the conference Ausglass also supported satellite events across Australia including: 

• Sponsorship of Best Exhibition Piece at the annual Festival of Glass in Drysdale, Victoria;

• Interchange exhibition (expertly coordinated and curated by Alexandra Scott and Sarah Norris) at M16
in Canberra;

• Talks by Laura Donefer; and

• A workshop by Amy Rueffert Thibeault.

A number of satellite exhibitions were also held in conjunction with the conference including: 

• Not as we know it at Sarjeant Gallery, Whanganui;

• Glass Miniatures at Bilk, Canberra;

• One Three Seven at Beaver Galleries, Canberra;

• Kate Baker: Between Intimacy & Trespass at Canberra Glassworks, Canberra;

• Fusion at Avid Gallery, Wellington; and

• The Hot Shop – Masters of Glass 2019, Sabbia Gallery, Sydney.

The title of the conference, the CoLab, certainly delivered, with new friends, projects and collaborations 
blossoming in every direction.  Already the fruits of the conference are being seen with the We are 
Luminaries exhibition opening in October at Black Door Gallery, featuring numerous Ausglass Members, a 
direct result of the conference. 

Supporting opportunities for artists to exhibit their work continues to be an important way for Ausglass to 
raise the profile of studio glass art across Australia.  Jane Hebiton has done a great job coordinating two 
online exhibitions, Winter is Coming and Birds on the Ausglass Facebook page.  It has also been 
encouraging to see an increase in Members approaching Ausglass for support for different projects, such as 
the annual Glass+ exhibition at ZigZag Gallery in WA in July, which was supported by Ausglass as a 
platinum sponsor.  In response to these requests, the Ausglass Board is working on a framework to make 
accessing support a more streamlined and transparent process. 

2019 has also seen the realisation of the Klaus Moje Projekt, a collaborative initiative of Canberra 
Glassworks, Australian National University School of Art and Design, and Ausglass.  With a national and 
international reach, the Projekt is a suite of opportunities through which artists working in glass across the 
world will expand their creative horizons.  Over the coming two years (2020-21) the Projekt will encompass a 
biennial Klaus Moje Glass Award, a Klaus Moje Address to be held at the biennial Ausglass Conference, a 
series of intensive master classes at the Canberra Glassworks accompanied by a range of bursaries, and 
occasional lectures by visiting artists, writers, curators and gallerists.  This is an exciting addition to the 
opportunities available to Australian glass artists and honours Klaus’ legacy as one of the most significant 
contemporary artists working in glass. 
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Internally, the Ausglass Board has seen huge improvements to our IT and finance processes in 2019. 
Spearheaded by Denise Orchard and Peter Nolan (with invaluable support from Jane Hebiton and Fiona 
Holmes), Ausglass has switched to Office 365, implemented a new website, realigned the year-end 
reporting, transitioned to rolling Membership and is in the process of switching to a new integrated finance 
system and Membership database.  While not often visible externally, these changes represent significant 
improvements to the accuracy, security and efficiency of the organisation. 

It is worth acknowledging that the Ausglass Board is made up of a team of volunteers who donate their time, 
energy and expertise for the benefit of the community.  In our increasingly fast-paced, busy lives, I am 
constantly humbled and impressed by the generosity of our Board and their commitment to our community. 
It is a privilege to work alongside you all.  Stepping down from the Board this reporting year are Kerry Rowe 
and Grace Blakeley-Carroll.  I would like to thank Kerry and Grace for their insightful, generous contributions 
to the organisation and wish them every success. 

2019/2020 is shaping up to be a big year as we get stuck into planning for our next conference, Melbourne 
2021, and continue to refine and redefine our benefits to Members. These are exciting times in 
contemporary craft and while there are challenges facing the sector, there is also very strong interest and 
support.  Australia is home to an innovative, world-leading community of artists and I am excited by the 
future of Ausglass and Australian Glass. 

3.1 Board of Directors – Roles and Movements 

The company has a Board of volunteer Directors who are elected by voting Members.  In addition, The 
Board may appoint or co-opt other Members to the Board to fill vacancies that may occur from time to time.  
Elected Directors are appointed for a three-year term and for a maximum of two consecutive terms.  Co-
opted Directors serve until the next election but may offer themselves up for re-election.  The Board meets at 
face-to-face meetings at least once a year, and monthly by teleconference during the rest of the year. 

In the reporting financial year the Board of Directors and portfolio heads were as follows. 

Kate Nixon Director, President 

Peter Nolan Director, Secretary, Memberships 

Kerry Rowe Director (retired 13 May 2019) 
Vice President (retired 13 May 2019) 
State Representatives Liaison (retired 13 May 2019) 

Denise Orchard Director, Treasurer 

Elaine Miles Director, Grants and Funding Officer, HLM Officer 

Christine Atkins Director, Exhibitions 

Rose-Mary Faulkner Director, Projects 

Grace Blakeley-Carroll Director (retired 17 June 2019) 

3.2 State and Territory Activities 

State and Territory representatives have the task of identifying and coordinating Member activities on a 
state-by-state basis.  At state level, our representatives forge ties with local institutions whose objectives are 
shared with Ausglass.  This activity enables Ausglass to function beyond the borders of its Membership 
having a greater say in the local development of glass. 

As a conference year and with Kerry Rowe stepping down as State Rep Liaison, state-based activities have 
been more incidental.  The Ausglass Board acknowledges the challenges faced by State Reps, particularly 
in geographically dispersed communities.  The Board is currently reviewing the State Rep model but would 
like to thank the State Rep team for their enthusiasm, ideas, motivation and expertise. 
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2018 – 2019 State Representatives 

ACT ...........Alexandra Scott SA ............. Rita Kellaway 

NSW ..........No current representation TAS........... Kate Morton 

NT .............Jon Firth VIC ............ Doug Carson 

QLD ..........Aaron Micallef WA ............ Brenda Ellen 

3.3 AGM 2019 

The AGM will be held on 12 October 2019 in Canberra, Australian Capital Territory.  Director positions are 
available, with particular emphasis on nominees who might be interested to take on the roles of Marketing 
and Communications Officer and State Rep Liaison Officer.  There are also Director positions available 
without a portfolio.  Members can self-nominate, or be nominated by another Member of the organisation, to 
take on the role to represent a State or Territory for two (2) years.  This meeting is an integral part of the 
Ausglass communication network and provides a channel of communication between Members and the 
Board. 

3.4 AGM 2018 

The AGM for the 2018 reporting period was held in Melbourne, Victoria.  The meeting was attended by local 
Members. Thank you to Mark Douglass and Melbourne Glassworks for hosting. Minutes of the meeting are 
available on the website. 

4 Treasurer’s Report 

On behalf of the Board and Members I have pleasure in presenting the financial report of the organisation for 
the period 1 November 2018 to 30 June 2019.  The audited financial statements for this period are included 
in the annual report. 

The Board adopted the move to a more conventional Australian financial reporting period of 1 July to 30 
June to allow for rolling Membership and to streamline our corporate reporting requirements. 

4.1 Financials 

For the 8 month period ending 30 June 2019 income received was $59,569. 

Total expenditure was $62,899. 

This gave Ausglass a shortfall of $3,330 (after transfers). 

Cash on hand as at 30 June 2019 was $453,649 and comprised

Cash at Bank $35,801

Deposits at call $51,779 

Cash on Deposit $259,262 

Vicki Torr Memorial Fund $90,059 

Ausglass Fund Account $16,748 
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4.2 Vicki Torr Fund 

The Vicki Torr Fund which currently stands at $90,059 this year funded the biennial Vicki Torr Memorial Prize 
of $8,000 which was awarded to Lee Howes and presented at the Colab Conference in New Zealand. The 
annual Vicki Torr Emerging Artist Prize (previously Online Gallery Prize) will be awarded in October 2019. 

The Board has determined that the value of the Vicki Torr Memorial prize will be capped at $5,000 and the 
Vicki Torr Emerging Artist Prize will be $1,500. 

4.3 Colab Conference 

The joint Ausglass NZSAG Colab Conference held in New Zealand in February was acclaimed a great 
success. Ausglass provided logistics support to the conference, website and teleconferences, and secured 
funding of $18,991 from the Australia Council for the Arts to support participation of Australian artists in the 
conference 

4.4 Administration 

A special thanks to our insurance broker City Rural who was able to secure a replacement public liability 
insurance product for Members following the 11th hour decision of QBE to discontinue the product our 
Members had purchased for many years. 

 Finally I wish to record my sincere appreciation for the support I have received from my Board colleagues 
throughout the year. I also wish to acknowledge the excellent support provided by Fiona Holmes our book 
keeper. 

5 Communication 

Ausglass uses social media and email as the primary means to communicate both with Members and the 
broader art glass community.  Facebook, Instagram, Mailchimp, Pinterest and Twitter are all being used to 
increase awareness and appreciation of contemporary glass art in Australia.  Spike Deane did a wonderful 
job of setting up the different accounts and her work has been continued by Jane Hebiton, with support from 
Board Members.  It is no small task maintaining regular, engaging content across platforms and Ausglass 
extends an invitation for Members with a particular flair for social media and communications to consider 
joining the Board in a marketing, media or communications role. 

Ausglass managed accounts include: 

Facebook .............. 1,338 followers 

Instagram  ............. 1,225 followers 

Twitter  ..................... 250 followers 

Pinterest  ................... 26 followers 

The Ausglass website is an important vehicle for Ausglass to communicate with its Members and the general 
public and it assists Ausglass in meeting its objectives.  The current ausglass.org.au website has been a 
vast improvement on the one that came before, however, presents its own challenges with costly and time-
consuming maintenance.  The Board explored alternative platforms in order to streamline some of these 
processes and make the website experience much more accessible and dynamic.  A new website platform 
was trialled for the CoLab conference website and the Vicki Torr Memorial Prize online gallery with great 
success.  This new platform has been adopted and the Board is in the process of migrating content to the 
new website which will have the URL of ausglass.org.  This will allow better integration with other systems 
including the Membership database and accounting system, to deliver process efficiencies and additional 
Member benefits to be delivered in 2020 and beyond.  Big thanks are due to Peter Nolan for his tireless 
efforts getting the new website off the ground. 
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Ausglass has an e-mail distribution list, Members@ausglass.org.au, which enables all Members who have 
provided their e-mail address to the Membership Coordinator to communicate with all other Ausglass 
Members via email.  This useful facility promotes an online community where Members seek assistance with 
production matters; information; updates and knowledge transfer.  Note: except for the email initiator, all 
recipients’ email addresses are hidden thus protecting Members’ privacy. Communication to the Membership 
is via the Members@ausglass.org.au system except for one Member that receives printed communications. 

6 The Vicki Torr Memorial Fund 

The Vicki Torr Memorial Fund was first established in 1993 as a memorial to Australian glass artist, Vicki 
Torr (1949-1992).  Its purpose is to reflect the philosophies of Vicki's life and work, and to this end its stated 
aim is to encourage excellence in Australian studio glass through the awarding of the Vicki Torr Memorial 
Prize and the Vicki Torr Online Gallery Prize. 

In 2019, in part because the biennial conference was held in New Zealand, the Vicki Torr Memorial Prize 

was presented as an online exhibition. This made it accessible to Members across Australia rather than 
restricting it only to those who might be able to present work for exhibition at The CoLab Conference.  This 

approach was well-received and the 23 entries submitted provided a wonderful display of the creativity, 
technical competence and artistry that we have within the Ausglass Membership.  Congratulations to Lee 

Howes, recipient of the 2019 Vicki Torr Memorial Prize. 

6.1 Vicki Torr Memorial Prize

2019 Lee Howes 

2017 Clare Peters 

2015 George Agius 

2013 Melinda Willis 

2011 Lee Howes 

2009 Ruth Oliphant and Lee Mathers 

2008 Lee Mathers 

2005 Cobi Cockburn and Daniela Turrin 

2003 Simon Butler 

2001 Scott Chaseling 

1999 Kirstie Rea 

The Vicki Torr On-line Gallery Prize – to be renamed Vicki Torr Emerging Artist Prize from 2019 onwards – 
was established to encourage early-career artist-Members to develop and display a professional presence 

through the Ausglass website.  No prize was awarded in the 2018-19 year due to scheduling and activities 

associated with The CoLab Conference in New Zealand. The next Vicki Torr Emerging Artist Prize 

competition is scheduled for September-October 2019. 

6.2 Vicki Torr Online Gallery Prize Recipients 

2018 Nadina Geary 

2017 Jenny Bush 

2016 Clare Peters 

2015 Liz Newhan & Janine Koefoed 

2014 Gillian Tomasich 

2013 Zoë Woods 

2012 Mikyoung Jung 

2011 Yusuke Takemura 

2009 Susan Moore 

2008 Denise Pepper 

2007 Annette Blair 

2006 Nicole Ayliffe 

7 Honorary Life Membership 

The Ausglass Honorary Life Membership Award was first instituted in 1999.  It is awarded in recognition of 
an outstanding contribution to Ausglass and/or, more generally, the field of contemporary studio glass in 
Australia.  The recipient is selected by the Ausglass Board on the recommendation of its Honorary Life 
Membership Committee.  The Committee makes its recommendations based on nominations received from 
Members through a formal nomination process every two years. The awarding of an Honorary Life 

Previous recipients

Previous recipients:
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Membership is traditionally announced at the biennial conference.  Congratulations to Richard Clements, 
recipient of the 2019 Ausglass Honorary Life Membership Award. 

Richard is a founding Member of Ausglass.  He was one of those attending the very first ‘Ozglass’ get-
together in December 1978 and has attended all but one Ausglass conference in the following 40 years.  
Richard trained as a scientific glassblower in the United Kingdom and for a short time worked as such in 
Sydney after first arriving in Australia in 1970.  He and two others established Argyle Glass in The Rocks in 
1972 and were amongst the first to work in the public gaze, so introducing others to the magic of his flame-
working craft.  Not long afterwards, during a holiday to Tasmania, Richard discovered ‘his little piece of 
paradise in Franklin’ where he has lived and worked since. 

7.1 Honorary Life Membership Recipients 

2019 Richard Clements 

2017 Warren Langley 

2015 Nick and Pauline Mount 

2013 Rish and Alasdair Gordon 

2011 Dr Gerry King 

2009 Kirstie Rea 

2008 Klaus Moje 

2005 Anne Dybka 

2003 Maureen Cahill 

2001 Judith Le Lievre 

8 Membership 

Ausglass Membership as at 30 June 2019 was 104. 

Membership by location Membership by category 

Australian Capital Territory 19 Affiliated   2 

International   4 Concession   8 

New South Wales 20 Institution 11 

Northern Territory 1 Life 10 

Queensland 11 Standard   88 

South Australia 16 Student   3

Tasmania   4 

Victoria 29 

Western Australia 18 

Total 122 Total 122 

Membership numbers see-saw on a biennial basis, with highs in conference years and lows in non-

conference years. Notwithstanding that pattern, the numbers reported above are unusually low, due to delays 
in renewals caused by complex insurance negotiations, the change in reporting period and a move to rolling 
memberships, but also a trend to a shrinking Membership base for Ausglass.  The latter has been receiving 
attention from the Board.  Strategies have been considered – but not yet implemented – that include a review 
of prize and grant processes and engagement in a broader  range of strategic glass-related initiatives.

It is anticipated that the biennial variation, and perhaps absolute numbers, will change to some extent with a 
change (since 1 June 2019) from fixed-year Membership (previously 1 June to 31 May) to ‘rolling’ 
Memberships, in which people receive a full 12-month Membership from their date of joining 
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8.1 Types of Membership 

Individual $100 Speaking and voting rights. $10m and $20m Public Liability available 

Student $50 Speaking and voting rights, $10m and $20m Public Liability available 

Concession $50 Speaking and voting rights, $10m and $20m Public Liability available 

Affiliated $85 Speaking rights only 

Life Free Speaking and voting rights. $10m and $20m Public Liability available 

Institution Free Included on the Membership list to share information and broaden the 
appreciation of glass art in the community. 

In addition, all Members receive these benefits: 

• Reduced entry fees for the biennial Ausglass Conference featuring lectures and workshops by leading
national and international speakers and artists.

• Inclusion and access to the Ausglass Members@ email distribution list.

• Inclusion and the right to exhibit on the Ausglass website.

• Full voting rights (excluding affiliated and institution Members).

• The linking of their personal website from within the Ausglass website thus improving possible web
search engine scoring.

• Reduced entry fees for Ausglass-auspiced exhibitions, workshops and other Ausglass activities.

• Invitations to participate in Ausglass state-based events.

• Personal contacts with other contemporary glass practitioners and being part of a national
organisation of those interested in glass.

9 Directors 

9.1 Appointed 

The Directors of the Company during or since the end of the previous financial year, 31 October 2018, are: 

Name Appointed Resigned 

Kate Nixon 05 / 09 / 2015 - 

Peter Nolan 29 / 01 / 2017 - 

Denise Orchard 15 / 12 / 2014 - 

Kerry Rowe 29 / 01 / 2017 13 / 05 / 2019 

Elaine Miles 12 / 02 / 2015 - 

Christine Atkins 27 / 02 / 2017 - 

Rose-Mary Faulkner 24 / 03 / 2018 - 

Grace Blakeley-Carroll 24 / 03 / 2018 17 / 06 / 2019 

Directors have been in office since the start of the financial year to the date of this report unless otherwise 
stated. 
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9.2 Experience and qualifications 

Name and Role Qualifications Experience Portfolio 

Kate Nixon 

President 

Bachelor of Visual Arts with 
Honours (Glass) 

Bachelor of Arts with Honours 
(Sociology) 

Professional Glass Artist 

Human Resources, Program 
Management, Event 
Management and Arts 
Administration 

Marketing and Communications, 
Professional Development and 
Support 

Kerry Rowe 

Vice President 

Administration 

Human Resources 

Vice President 

State Representatives Liason 

Peter Nolan 

Secretary 

BSc (Hons) – Biological 
Sciences 

PhD (Science) 

Public service background – 
program administration, 
parliamentary liaison, policy 
development, human resource 
management 

35 years Board experience in 
community services sector 

Company Secretary 

Membership Director 

Denise Orchard 

Treasurer 

Graduate Diploma - 
Accounting, RMIT University 

CPA 

Sales, marketing, financial 
management & business 
development 

15 years Board experience in 
the NFP sector. 

Former Glass Gallery owner 

Finance and Governance 

Elaine Miles 

Director 

PhD in Fine Arts Professional glass artist Grants and Funding 

HLM Officer 

Christine Atkins 

Director 

Bachelor of Visual Arts with 
Honours (Glass) 

Professional glass artist Exhibitions 

Rose-Mary Faulkner 

Director 

xxx Professional glass artist Special Projects 

Grace Blakeley-Carroll 
Director 

Bachelor of Arts with Honours 
(Art History and Curatorship) 

PhD (Art History) 

Curatorship 

Education and Public 
Programs 

Visitor Services 

Administration 

Governance 

Writing 

Special Projects 

10 Ausglass Acknowledges 

Ausglass would like to thank the Board of Directors who volunteer their time each month to encourage 
diversity, dialogue and excellence in Australian contemporary glass.  The Board would like to particularly 
acknowledge Fiona Holmes (Bookkeeper) and Denise Orchard (Treasurer) for compiling the financial 
documents and Directors’ declarations required by our Auditors, and Jane Hebiton (Executive Administration 
Officer) for managing all the daily operations and correspondence of the organisation. 

2019 saw the passing of dear friends of the glass community, Julio Santos, Alison Mortiss and Alasdair 
Gordon, an Honorary Life Members of Ausglass. 

• Julio was a Master Glass Blower and true pioneer within Australian studio glass. Born in Portugal,
Julio was only 12 when he was apprenticed to the National Fabrica de Vitros to learn glassblowing.
He settled in Australia in 1968 and established his first studio glass workshop in Cardiff, NSW in 1974.
He has lectured in glass at The University of Newcastle and Caulfield Institute of Technology and his
work is held by major public collections, including the Queensland Art Gallery, the Tasmanian Museum
and Art Gallery, the National Gallery of Victoria, the National Gallery of Australia and the National
Glass Collection, Wagga Wagga Art Gallery, and cherished by many private collectors.
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• Alison was a beloved Member of Ausglass, generous teacher and a wonderful artist with a passion for
all things glass.  From her studio on the Central Coast she produced a vast number of commissions
for both private residences and public locations.  With a career in glass spanning more than 25 years,
Alison’s practice began with copper foil and lead light, but soon evolved to include a wide variety of
techniques to create a vast body of work.  She continually advanced her skills through
experimentation with materials, leading to the creation of innovative and award winning pieces.

• Alasdair was born in Scotland in 1931, and was already internationally regarded as a significant glass
engraver when he was invited to Australia in 1979 for Western Australia's 150th Anniversary
celebrations.  Falling in love with ‘Oz’, he and his wife Rish emigrated and have since been
acknowledged amongst Australia's most eminent glass artists. In 2007 the pair was nominated by
FORM Australia as Living Treasures and in 2013 awarded Honorary Life Memberships to Ausglass.
Alasdair exhibited nationally and overseas, held engraving workshops, and his commissioned work
includes pieces for presentation to Royalty, public and corporate bodies.  The Gordon Studio
continues to thrive under the guidance of Rish and the family of accomplished ‘glassies’.

Our love, friendship and sympathy go to their families, and we send our condolences to the entire glass 
community who share in these losses.

11 Financial Statements for the Year 30 June 2019 

Directors Report 

The Directors of Ausglass (The Australian Association of Glass Artists) Ltd submit herewith the annual 
financial report of the Company for the year ended 30 June 2019. 

Principal Activity 

The principal activity of the Company is to contribute to the advancement of contemporary glass in Australia. 
No significant change in the nature of these activities occurred during the year. 

Review of Operations 

A review of the operations of the Company during the year ended 30 June 2019.  During this period, the 
Ausglass Board of Directors: 

• Jointly held the CoLab conference with the New Zealand Society of Artists in Glass (NZSAG) in
Whanganui, New Zealand, 15-17 February, 2019.

• Continued to build Ausglass social media presence with increases in following on Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram and Pinterest.

• Initiated review and modernisation of the now-dated (2007) Ausglass Constitution.

The operational aspects for Ausglass over the period were within expectations with a continuing focus for 
both process and policy improvements in order to better support the principal activities.  

Change in State of Affairs 

There were no significant changes in the state of affairs of the Company during the financial year. 

Subsequent Events 

There has not been any matter or circumstance occurring subsequent to the end of the financial year which 
has significantly affected or may significantly affect the operations of the Company, the results of those 
operations, or the state of affairs of the Company in future financial years. 
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Future Developments 

Disclosure of information regarding likely developments in the operations of the Company in future financial 
years and the expected results of those operations is likely to result in unreasonable prejudice to the 
Company.  Accordingly, this information has not been disclosed in this report. 

Environmental Issues 

The Company's operations are not regulated by any significant environmental regulation under a law of the 
Commonwealth or of a State or Territory. 

Dividends Paid or Recommended 

The Company is a Company limited by guarantee and does not have any share capital.  The Company has 
not issued debentures.  The Directors of the Company are precluded by the Company’s constitution from 
recommending the payment of any dividend. 

Meetings of Directors 

Director Meetings eligible to attend Number attended 

Current Directors 

Kate Nixon 8 8 

Denise Orchard 8 8 

Peter Nolan 8 8 

Kerry Rowe 6 4 

Elaine Miles 8 4 

Christine Atkins 8 7 

Rose-Mary Faulkner 8 3 

Grace Blakeley 7 5 

Indemnification of Officer or Auditor 

During or since the end of the financial year the Company has given an indemnity or entered an agreement 
to indemnify, or paid or agreed to pay insurance premiums as follows: 

The Company has paid premiums to insure each of the Directors and officers against liabilities for costs and 
expenses, incurred by them in defending any legal proceedings arising out of their conduct whilst acting in 
the capacity of Director of the Company, other than conduct involving a wilful breach of duty in relation to the 
Company. 

Proceedings on Behalf of the Company 

No person has applied for leave of Court to bring proceedings on behalf of the Company or intervene in any 
proceedings to which the Company is a party for the purpose of taking responsibility on behalf of the 
Company for all or any part of those proceedings. 

The Company was not a party to any such proceedings during the year 
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Statement of Comprehensive Income 
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Statement of Financial Position  
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Statement of Cash Flows 
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Notes to the Financial Statements 
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Statement of Cash Flows 



Ausglass (The Association of Australian Glass Artists) Limited 
ABN 72 087 134 656 

Annual Report 
for the year ended 30 June 2019 

Page 23



Ausglass (The Association of Australian Glass Artists) Limited 
ABN 72 087 134 656 

Annual Report 
for the year ended 30 June 2019 

Page 24



Ausglass (The Association of Australian Glass Artists) Limited 
ABN 72 087 134 656 

Annual Report 
for the year ended 30 June 2019 

Page 25

Directors’ Declaration 
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Independent Auditor’s Report 
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Auditor’s Independent Declaration 
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Detailed Profit and Loss Statement 
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Depreciation Schedule 




